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was driven from its own territory, and Canonchet
fled to the Connecticut River, where he established
a rallying point for new forays. His followers
allied themselves with the Wampanoags and Nip-
mucks and began a new series of massacres. In
February and March, 1676, they fell upon Lan-
caster, where they carried off Mrs. Rowlandson,
who has left us a narrative of her captivity; upon
Medfield, where fifty houses were burned; and
upon Weymouth and Marlborough, which were
raided and in part destroyed. Repeated assaults
in other quarters kept the western frontier of
Massachusetts in a frightful condition of terror;
settlers were ambushed and scalped, others were
tortured, and many were carried into captivity.
Even the Pennacooks of southern New Hampshire
were roused to action, though their share in the
war was small. Here a hundred warriors sacked
a village; there Indians skulking along trails and
on the outskirts of towns cut off individuals and
groups of individuals, shooting, scalping, and burn-
ing them. No one was safe. Again the commis-
sioners of the United Colonies met in council and
ordered a more vigorous prosecution of the cam-
paign. More troops were levied and garrison
posts fortified, but the first results were disastrous.